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And when he spoke, it was in a completely dispassionate
tone.   " No, I do not think that it extends to you.*'
" Then I would very much like to hear it," said
Faversham* " I confess that I never believed that a
solution would be found."
" You shall hear the solution that I have arrived at,"
Dr. Priestley replied gravely. " For many reasons, 1
do not expect you to agree that it is the correct one. But
you shall judge for yourself.
" Venner's disappearance was the second act in a
drama which began some months before. In the early
part of last year, his financial position was desperate.
He had liabilities which he could not meet, and there
was no prospect of his business affairs improving. He
dared not ask his uncle for assistance, knowing that it
would be refused. Nor had he any expectations from
his uncle, for at that time Mr. Hinchliffe had made a
will, leaving his fortune to Christine Venoer.
" Vernier, faced with bankruptcy, resolved upon a
very desperate course. His first step was to endeavour
to persuade his uncle to alter his will in his own favour.
This was not so difficult as might have appeared at
first sight. Mr. Hinchliffe was not an old man, and had
no idea of saving money for his heirs. He did not anti-
cipate that much of his fortune would be left at his
death. It was therefore immaterial to him who was his
normal heir."
Faversham nodded. " I don't know where you-
gathered all this information, Priestley," he said. ** But
you may be right. My acquaintance with Hinchliffe did
not begin until after his death."
" My information is from a source which 1 consider
reliable. But to continue. Venner became aware that
his uncle's solicitor, Mr. Coleforth, was desirous of
marrying his sister. He conveyed this information to
Mr. Hinchliffe, insinuating that Coleforth's object was
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